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Annual Diocesan Appeal 2023 – Pastor’s Talk – January 29, 2023 
 
Over the past year, having  been united in prayer,  thousands of 
Catholics have gathered to share and offer their hopes and dreams  
for the future of our Diocese over the over the next decade in 
anticipation of our 50th Jubilee.  
 
Hundreds of delegates, including members of our own parish 
have been gathering since Friday to discuss and deliberate a new 
pastoral plan in our first Diocesan Synod at Santa Clara 
University.  
 
Our mission as a local church is to proclaim the truth of the 
Gospel in the Valley of St. Clare with compassion, beauty, and 
love, so that people’s lives may be transformed as, they come to 
know and love the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 
 
“Supporting Our Mission Together” is the theme of this year’s 
Annual Diocesan Appeal. Your support of the ADA allows us to 
serve the people in our diocese by contributing essential support 
for our parishes, providing hope and healing for those in need, 
and strengthening families, religious vocations, and formation in 
the faith for future generations. 
 
Last year, 535 of our parish families pledged close to $282,000—
surpassing our parish goal by over $40,000—all of which was 
returned to us for our own parish projects.   
 
I wish we had time for some of those parishioners to come up 
here and share why they believe the ADA is worthy of your 
support.  
 
Rarely does a day go by, when we as a parish are not in some way 
supported by the office, programs and ministries funded by your 
gift to the ADA.  
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All of this takes money, a little over $6.5 million this year— a cost 
and a responsibility that is shared by all 54 parishes in our 
Diocese. Our fair share as the parish of St. Francis of Assisi is a 
little over 3.7%. 
 
Today, I am asking your help to reach and surpass our $240,000 
parish goal. I encourage every family and household to consider a 
pledge of $500, $50 a month, less than $2 day for the next 10 
months.  
 
I understand for some $500 may not be possible, and I know for 
others, twice that amount is a realistic gift.  I only ask that you 
prayerfully discern what you can do. 
 
Next weekend is our ADA Pledge Kickoff. I want to thank those 
who have already donated either in person or online. For those 
who received their pledge card in the mail, please bring it back 
next Sunday.  
 
In addition, for those who did not receive a mailing, the ushers 
are ready to give you one—just raise your hand! You may also 
donate electronically by visiting our parish website. 
 
“Supporting our Mission Together,” proclaiming and teaching, 
serving and sanctifying is a personal responsibility of every 
Catholic.  
 
As you prayerfully reflect on the many blessings the Lord has 
bestowed on you through his Church, ask yourself, “How can I 
repay the Lord for all the great good he has done for me? (Psalm 
116:12).  
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